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(iii) Delay disbursement of loan pro-
ceeds; 

(iv) Disqualify an applicant or obli-
gor; or 

(v) Declare default. 
(2) The Program will not approve 

loans or disburse funds to any appli-
cant found to have an outstanding, 
final and unappealable fisheries fine or 
other unresolved penalty until either: 
Such fine is paid or penalty has been 
resolved; or the applicant enters into 
an agreement to pay the penalty and 
makes all payments or installments as 
they are due. Failure to pay or resolve 
any such fine or penalty in a reason-
able period of time will result in the 
applicant’s disqualification. 

(c) Foreclosure in addition to other pen-
alties. In the event that a person with 
an outstanding balance on a Program 
loan or guarantee violates any owner-
ship, lease, use, or other provision of 
applicable law, such person may be 
subject to foreclosure of property, in 
addition to any fines, sanctions, or 
other penalties. 

§ 253.25 Other administrative require-
ments. 

(a) Debt Collection Act. In accordance 
with the provisions of the Debt Collec-
tion Improvement Act of 1996, a person 
may not obtain any Federal financial 
assistance in the form of a loan (other 
than a disaster loan) or loan guarantee 
if the person has an outstanding debt 
(other than a debt under the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986) with any Federal 
agency which is in a delinquent status, 
as determined under standards pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury. 

(b) Certifications. Applicants must 
submit a completed Form CD–511, 
‘‘Certifications Regarding Debarment, 
Suspension and Other Responsibility 
Matters; Drug-Free Workplace Re-
quirements and Lobbying,’’ or its 
equivalent or successor form, if any. 

(c) Taxpayer identification. An appli-
cant classified for tax purposes as an 
individual, limited liability company, 
partnership, proprietorship, corpora-
tion, or legal entity is required to sub-
mit along with the application a tax-
payer identification number (TIN) (so-
cial security number, employer identi-
fication number as applicable, or reg-

istered foreign organization number). 
Recipients who either fail to provide 
their TIN or provide an incorrect TIN 
may have application processing or 
funding suspended until the require-
ment is met. 

(d) Audit inquiry. An audit of a Pro-
gram loan may be conducted at any 
time. Auditors, selected at the discre-
tion of the Program or other agency of 
the United States, shall have access to 
any and all books, documents, papers 
and records of the obligor or any other 
party to a financing that the auditor(s) 
deem(s) pertinent, whether written, 
printed, recorded, produced or repro-
duced by any mechanical, magnetic or 
other process or medium. 

(e) Paperwork Reduction Act. The ap-
plication requirements contained in 
these rules have been approved under 
OMB control number 0648–0012. The ap-
plications for the halibut/sablefish QS 
crew member eligibility certificate 
have been approved under OMB control 
number 0648–0272. Notwithstanding any 
other provisions of law, no person is re-
quired to respond to, nor shall any per-
son be subject to a penalty for failure 
to comply with, a collection of infor-
mation subject to the requirements of 
the Paperwork Reduction Act unless 
that collection of information displays 
a currently valid OMB control number. 

§ 253.26 Traditional loans. 
(a) Eligible projects. Financing or refi-

nancing up to 80 percent of a project’s 
actual cost shall be available to any 
citizen who is determined to be eligible 
and qualified under the Act and these 
rules, except— 

(1) The Program will not finance the 
cost of new vessel construction. 

(2) The Program will not finance a 
vessel refurbishing project that materi-
ally increases an existing vessel’s har-
vesting capacity. 

(b) Financing or refinancing. (1) 
Projects, other than those specified in 
paragraphs (a) (1) and (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, may be financed, as well as refi-
nanced. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1) 
of this section, the Program may refi-
nance the construction cost of a vessel 
whose construction cost has already 
been financed (or otherwise paid) prior 
to the submission of a loan application. 
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(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section, the Program may refi-
nance the refurbishing cost of a vessel 
whose initial refurbishing cost has al-
ready been financed (or otherwise paid) 
prior to the submission of a loan appli-
cation. 

(4) The Program may finance or refi-
nance the purchase or refurbishment of 
any vessel or facility for which the 
Secretary has: 

(i) Accelerated and/or paid out-
standing debts or obligations; 

(ii) Acquired; or 
(iii) Sold at foreclosure. 
(c) Existing vessels and facilities. The 

Program may finance the purchase of 
an existing vessel or existing fishery 
facility if such vessel or facility will be 
refurbished in the United States and 
will be used in the fishing industry. 

(d) Fisheries modernization. Notwith-
standing any of this part, the Program 
may finance or refinance any: 

(1) Activities that assist in the tran-
sition to reduced fishing capacity; or 

(2) Technologies or upgrades designed 
to: 

(i) Improve collection and reporting 
of fishery-dependent data; 

(ii) Reduce bycatch; 
(iii) Improve selectivity; 
(iv) Reduce adverse impacts of fish-

ing gear; or 
(v) Improve safety. 
(e) Guaranty transition. Upon applica-

tion by the obligor, any guaranteed 
loans originated prior to October 11, 
1996, may be refinanced as direct loans, 
regardless of the original purpose of 
the guaranteed loan. 

(f) Maturity. Maturity may not ex-
ceed 25 years, but shall not exceed the 
project property’s useful life. The Pro-
gram, at its sole discretion, may set a 
shorter maturity period. 

(g) Credit standards. Traditional loans 
are subject to all Program general 
credit standards and requirements. Col-
lateral, guarantee and other require-
ments may be adjusted in accordance 
with the Program’s assessment of indi-
vidual credit risks. 

§ 253.27 IFQ financing. 
The Program may finance or refi-

nance the project cost of purchasing, 
including the reimbursement of obli-
gors for expenditures previously made 

for purchasing, individual fishing 
quotas in accordance with the applica-
ble sections of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act or any other statute. 

§ 253.28 Halibut sablefish IFQ loans. 
(a) Specific definitions. For the pur-

poses of this section, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) Entry-level fishermen means fish-
ermen who do not own any IFQ in the 
year they apply for a loan. 

(2) Fishermen who fish from small 
vessels means fishermen wishing to 
purchase IFQ for use on Category B, 
Category C, or Category D vessels, but 
who do not own, in whole or in part, 
any Category A or Category B vessels, 
as such vessels are defined in 50 CFR 
679.40(a)(5) of this title. 

(3) Halibut sablefish quota share 
means a halibut or sablefish permit, 
the face amount of which is used as the 
basis for the annual calculation of a 
person’s halibut or sablefish IFQ, also 
abbreviated as ‘‘HSQS’’ or ‘‘halibut/sa-
blefish QS.’’ 

(4) Halibut/Sablefish IFQ means the 
annual catch limit of halibut or sable-
fish that may be harvested by a person 
who is lawfully allocated halibut or sa-
blefish quota share, a harvest privilege 
for a specific portion of the total allow-
able catch of halibut or sablefish. 

(b) Entry level fishermen. The Program 
may finance up to 80 percent of the 
cost of purchasing HSQS by an entry 
level fisherman who: 

(1) Does not own any halibut/sable-
fish QS during the origination year; 

(2) Applies for a loan to purchase a 
quantity of halibut/sablefish QS that is 
not greater than the equivalent of 8,000 
lb. (3,628.7 kg) of IFQ during the origi-
nation year; 

(3) Possesses the appropriate transfer 
eligibility documentation duly issued 
by RAM for HSQS; 

(4) Intends to be present aboard the 
vessel, as may be required by applica-
ble regulations; and 

(5) Meets all other Program eligi-
bility, qualification, lending and credit 
requirements. 

(c) Fishermen fishing from small vessels. 
The Program may finance up to 80 per-
cent of the cost of purchasing HSQS by 
a fisherman who fishes from a small 
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